112              THE GUNPOWDER PLOT

away out of the cellar to a ship which
would take him across the sea.

9.   But by that time the flame would
have  reached   the  casks,   and  all   the
buildings   above   would   be   blown   to
pieces, and the King and all the people
there killed.

10.  But  one  of   the  men  who   had
bought the casks of gunpowder and put
them in  the  cellar  had a  friend who
would be in  the rooms above to meet
the King, and he did not wish that his
friend should be killed.     So he wrote a
letter   asking   him  to   stop away,  be-
cause something dreadful would happen.
His friend did not know what it meant,
so he took it to King James,  who at
once thought: "They are going to blow
up the place  with gunpowder when I
am there/'

11.  The  King at  once sent men to
search the cellars, and there they found
Guy Fawkes with his lantern. a What are
you doing ?" they said.    " Looking after